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In February 2022, we welcomed David Andrelli to the position of Interim Executive Director while
Executive Director Asha Dixit is on maternity leave until March 2023. David has navigated the role with
aplomb. The Fraser-Hickson Institute has benefitted from his leadership, his enthusiasm for early
childhood literacy and community development, and his operational know-how. 

The Fraser-Hickson Institute is overseen by an esteemed Board of Governors who volunteer their time to
drive the mission and vision of our library. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Kate Shingler who
stepped down from the Board in 2022 after years of dedicated service, and to welcome our newest
Governor, Tara Roberts, to the fold. 

As always, we are grateful for the continued collaboration of the Bibliothèque de Notre-Dame-de-
Grâce on rue Botrel and the arrondissement de Côte-des-Neiges-Notre-Dame-de-Grâce. A special
thank you to Sonia Gaudreault, Directrice culture, sports, loisirs et développement social, and Roseline
Rico, Cheffe de division culture et bibliothèque. 

Learning to read is the first step in reading to learn. The Fraser-Hickson Institute was founded in 1885 as
a privately funded, free public library with a mission to promote literacy and facilitate access to
knowledge through books. Times and modes of operation may have changed, but our library has never
wavered from its commitment to raising literacy levels and instilling in children a life-long love of
reading and learning by providing free access to books and animation services, with an emphasis on
encouraging parents and caregivers to read to children during their first 1000 days of life.

This is powerful stuff. The resilience of the Fraser-Hickson, a longstanding institution still going strong
after 137 years, speaks to the grit of a community committed to building a better future for our children.
Together, we are nurturing future-facing generations that will, in their turn, contribute to building a
healthier, more prosperous Montreal, Quebec, and Canada. 

Happy reading! 

The Fraser-Hickson Institute continued to evolve and thrive in 2022. I’m
delighted to share that as we closed out the year, our flagship
minibiblioPLUS project served 161 partner locations and 280
programs.

We could not do this work without strong community support. The
Fraser-Hickson Institute is blessed with a dynamic team of staff and
volunteers, community partners, donors, literacy champions at all levels
of government, and our Governing Board and Honorary Board
members. 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT
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A great start would be to look no further than the incredible team members and resources that move our
mission forward, each and every day. In our Programs department, Gisele and Anna have always
delivered. They share our mission through training parents and caregivers via our partners, in addition to
ensuring minibiblioPLUS is consistently participating in events throughout the community. Our Librarian
Marco has delivered by creating a team of volunteer-support staff that execute tasks necessary so we
can operate more efficiently. Sarah joined the team in July and has nearly doubled our volunteer
numbers, offering us additional flexibility and aligning with the needs of our strategic growth plan for
the coming years. Simon joined our team in May and through the use of both knowledge and digital
research, has enabled our media sites to attract significant increases in visibility. Cathy can always be
counted on to execute our accounting tasks on time and has done a great job keeping our budget
balanced.

Our Board members and volunteers inspire all of us through their passion, participation, and belief in our
mission. Thank you to each and every one of you for your generous contributions!

As the world continues to change, literacy must remain a priority if we are to maintain happy, healthy,
and safe communities. As Interim Executive Director, it has been both an honour and a privilege to serve
m inibiblioPLUS powered by Fraser-Hickson, as it is a program that ensures our communities will prosper
by changing young lives, one book at a time.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT
As we embarked on yet another year of uncertainty due to the
remnants and impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, the team at
minibiblioPLUS powered by Fraser-Hickson did an absolutely
remarkable job through a consistent display of teamwork in what
turned out to be a successful 137th year for the Fraser-Hickson
Institute.

As our society continues to shift and face new challenges, a question
worth considering is where and how literacy remains a priority in the
lives of young Montrealers, Quebecers, and Canadians alike?

David Andrelli
INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, FRASER-HICKSON INSTITUTE
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Stephanie Mansell
Jessica Martinez
Grethel Matthews
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Lassaad Messaadi
Eman Muntasar
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Sherry Ni
Sora Michelle Olah
Emma Oralu
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Fanie Paris
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Amrit Rizvi
Callum Robert
Niveen Saadi
Wilder Sanchez
Marianna Sanchez Gonzalez
Ana Savulescu
Daniel Savulescu
Kaoutar Sbaghi
Nella Tong Scotto
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Dong Xia
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Ting Zhang
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VOLUNTEERS 2022
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VOLUNTEERS OF THE MONTH
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Natalie Lavers
January

Wanessa Cardoso de Sousa
February

Avery Ward
March

Fanie Paris
April

Chloé Dumas
May

Cynthia Li
June

Madeleyn Conway
July

Joan Buttersworth
August

Stephanie Mansell
September

Cyra Pantaleon
October

Douglas Barnes
November

Daniel Martinez Anduaga
December



Celine Cooper
President

John Hussey 
Vice-President

Pierre Chanzonkov 
Treasurer

John Dinsmore 
Past President

Gillian Aitken
Governor

Simon Abou-Fadel 
Governor

Elysia Bryan-Baynes 
Governor

Helen Fortin 
Governor

François Morin 
Governor

Kate Shingler 
Governor

Roch Carrier (Honorary
chair)
John Dinsmore
Anne Lagacé Dowson
Barbara Drury
Honorable Yves Fortier
Michael Goldbloom
Robert Gordon
Scott Griffin
Nicholas Hoare
Mitch Joel

HONORARY BOARD

Oliver Jones
David Laidley
Reford MacDougall
Andrew Molson
Michael Novak
Alex Paterson
André Pratte
Peter Trent
Stéphane Vaillancourt
Manon Vennat
Patterson Webster 

Governor Elysia Bryan-Baynes shares
why she volunteers on the Fraser

Hickson Board. CLICK HERE to watch!

BOARD OF GOVERNORS

In lasting memory of Warren Allmand.
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Tara Roberts
Governor

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cp7z3IiE0h0


Asha Dixit 
Executive Director

Stephanie Lopraino 
Operations

Alexandra Blanchard
Volunteers

Gisele Kwiatkowski 
Programs

Marco De Petrillo 
Librarian

Cathy Ransom 
Accounting

STAFF
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Anna Sidun 
Programs Assistant

Simon Martin
Media and Communication 

Sarah Fullerton
Volunteers (interim)

David Andrelli
Interim Executive Director



TESTIMONIALS

"Reading supports children's development on many levels, including
language acquisition, listening skills and the ability to recognize written
words. I encourage initiatives, such as Fraser Hickson's, that encourage
parents to read regularly to their children from birth and thus ensure a
successful start to school. Everyone can share the pleasure of reading!"

Nounthia, Coordinator, La Maison Bleue CDN

"The experience is very enjoyable for all three of us. Story time is
an activity that integrates us in a different way as a family and at
the same time allows us to learn skills that we can develop as a
team. I think it's a multi-faceted experience; it allows us to
continue to learn about ourselves, to integrate ourselves, and to
introduce our daughter to the many social participation options
she finds around her. It is fantastic!"

Sanchez family, Story-Time Volunteers

"A book for us is like a treasure that quickly becomes a real springboard
for our little ones to become future lovers of reading. In our opinion, it
stimulates the child's creativity, favors language, and provides the child
with a moment of calm and sweetness. We have planted a seed of
reading within the walls of Centre Prisme that will only grow stronger
and bear fruit! This seed, aka reading corner, will be carefully fertilized
every two months thanks to minibiblioPLUS our new partner and friend!
Long live our collaboration! Thank you for your support!"

Ecaterina, Socio-Cultural Immersion Coordinator, Airsom Prisme
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"Through volunteering with minibiblioPLUS I’ve witnessed
how reading stories aloud to children encourages their
problem-solving and creative skills as well as their empathy."

 
Isabel Meadowcroft, Story-Time Volunteer

"It is my privilege to work as a volunteer at minibiblioPLUS. Working
with a dedicated staff and a team of volunteers whose love of what
they do is surpassed only by their ability to do what they love is very
much satisfying and rewarding."

Douglas Barnes, Library Volonteer



David and Marco with a generous book donation
from Babar Books and Scholastic

The team picking up a book donation from
First Book Canada and Moisson Montréal

Douglas, supporting Marco
with the inventory Anna, our Programs Assistant, hosting an event with

Bienvenue NDG at Benny Park

Online meeting with our Partner in
Gaspé, CASA - Bright Beginnings.

COLLABORATIONS & UPDATES
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Alex, our Volunteer Coordinator, at
Concordia's volunteer fair

Gisele, animating story-time at 
LaSalle Multicultural Resource Center

Anna, at Benny Park for a reading event in
collaboration with Papa et Moi

Our volunteer, Jennifer, animating story-time
in our Library

minibiblioPLUS at Mountain Sights, hosting
an educators workshopOur delivery volunteer Matthew collected

book donations from his network
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COLLABORATIONS & UPDATES

https://www.facebook.com/lmrcenter/?__cft__[0]=AZVHR_TPBFOTnhCzfuqswPNFxQ4T2MBPKpa42V7jb6amj2ydjWUu8H2_Naqy40bivcbuji_L0OHgJ-PbjtooCIX3TNZOmBq0IUD4lBPpiHY4dhKEszTO0YFeLOq0fp6SaKw&__tn__=kK-R


Our volunteer, Beatrice, at St-Raymond school for a
reading event with Bienvenue NDG

Our volunteer, Frances, at Roslyn Elementary
for the Intergenerational Reading Event!

Reading event at Garderie Orsheli & Olamsheli 
with local author Richard Dagenais

Our Salon du Livre event at St-
Raymond's Community Centre

Affiliations
ABQLA, ArtHives; Babar Books; Book Dumpling; CDN/NDG borough; Canadian Children's Literacy Foundation; Canada's
Early Literacy Leaders; Canadian Friends of Mountain Lake PBS; Century Initiative; Concordia - Community Service
Initiative and ABRACADABRA; Communication-Jeunesse; CLiF-New Hampshire/Vermont; Curious Neuron podcast with
Dr. Cindy Hovington; Dr. Julien (Social Pediatrics); Éditions les 400 coups; EMBSB Spiritual and Community Animation
service; ERS Training; Explorations; FIRST BOOK Canada; Frontier College; Gay and Grey Montreal; GIV3; Gallimard;
Communication-Jeunesse; Jewish Public Library; La Maison Bleue; Lire/Imagine/Read; Linda Lieth Publishing; Lire et Faire
lire; Literacy in Action; Literacy Quebec; Literacy Unlimited; McCord Museum; McGill University School of
Communications Sciences and Disorders; Miss Edgar's and Miss Cramp's School; Montreal Association of Independent
Libraries (MAIL); Montreal Fluency Centre; (NDG) The Depot – Community Food Centre;  Projet Communautaire
Pierrefonds (PCP); Renaissance; Réseau Réussite; Saison de la lecture-Ville de Montréal; Salon du livre; Table 0-5
Cavendish; TD Canada Trust; Thomas More Institute; Yale University/ Haskins Laboratory; Welcome Collective, West-end
Intergenerational Network (WIN); YMCAs; 60 Million Girls.
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COLLABORATIONS & UPDATES

https://www.facebook.com/garderie.orsheli.olamsheli?__tn__=-]K*F


Pierre Chanzonkov
TREASURER, FRASER-HICKSON INSTITUTE

We continue our efforts to reach as many children as possible with the
resources available. This year, we benefitted from an increase in total
revenues of almost 22 %, resulting in most part by an increase in donations. 

Even with a small increase in human resource costs, and a significant
increase in book purchases, we ended with an operational surplus.
However, our investment performance resulted in an overall loss for the
year.

We have welcomed new donors and continue to benefit from our faithful
multiyear donors.

We are also delighted to benefit from a continued and most welcome
cooperation with the City of Montréal. 

As well, we look forward to a very bright future in 2023 and beyond.

Respectfully,

DONORS 2022
 

We couldn't have done it without you!

Array of lovely individuals
Betty Lou Cowper
Birks Family Foundation
Cogeco Communications
Côte-des-Neiges–Notre-Dame-de-
Grâce Borough
Chamandy Foundation
Eric T. Webster Foundation
Fiducie Charitable Founier-Éthier

Hay Foundation
Hewitt Foundation
Hylcan Foundation
MTESS (Ministère du Travail, de
l'Emploi et la Solidarité sociale)
R. Howard Webster Foundation
Réseau Réussite Montréal
The Rossy Foundation 
The Peacock Family Foundation

TREASURER'S REPORT
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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PARTNERS

Thank you for sharing the joy of reading!
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Académie Blossom
Académie Préscolaire Mon Départ
Academini Private Daycare
Agence Ometz
Ahl-Ill Bait Islamique
AIRSOM PRISME
Association Cigogne
Baobab Familial
Bibliothèque de rue
Bienvenue à NDG
Bienvenue à NDG (garderie)
Black community resource center (BCRC)
Boys & Girls Club of Lasalle – Children/Teen
Boys & Girls Club of Lasalle – Teen
Bright Beginnings (Gaspé)
CCS early Head Start (Lasalle) (2)
CCS NDG
CDN Black Community Association
Centre Communautaire Mountain Sights 
Centre d’imagination (2)
Centre Greene Avenue (after school program)
Centre Greene Avenue (tumbling tots)
CHU Sainte-Justine 
Clinique Entourfamille
CPE Brindami
CPE Château-des-neiges
CPE Crocus
CPE Des Globules Roses
CPE de l’Université de Montréal (2)
CPE du Centre communautaire juif
CPE du Quartier Ouest
CPE du Quartier Ouest – Petite Soeur
CPE Enfants de Neiges
CPE HEC installation Decelles
CPE HEC installation Louis-Colin
CPE Jardin de Fruits
CPE Jardin D’enfants NDG

CPE Kan Tsipor
CPE Le Gardien des Rêves
CPE Le Pas De Géant
CPE Les Amis de Promis
CPE Les Copains d’Abord
CPE Les Enfants de Paradis
CPE Les Petits Génies Inc.
CPE les P’tits Profs Inc
CPE Lieu des petits- Installation Petites Chenilles
CPE Mes Premiers Pas
CPE Notre-Dame-de Grâce
CPE Pointe Saint-Charles (2)
CPE Ste-Justine (2)
CPE St. Mary Installation Chapel
CPE St Mary Installation Duplex
CPE Yeshiva Levi Yitzchak
Des livres en visite
Desta
Ecole Préscolaire Montessori
Elizabeth House
Enfance pour tous
Fondation Dr. Julien
Fondation Habilitas 
Garderie Académie Kinder Inc
Garderie | Académie préscolaire Smart Kids
Garderie A.Kids.World
Garderie Autour du Monde
Garderie Bébé Sucré Pg Inc
Garderie Chez Taty
Garderie De Jour Playskool De Montréal Inc
Garderie De Jour Somerled
Garderie des Colibris (2)
Garderie Des Petits Trésors À Mina Inc
Garderie DO-RE-MI
Garderie Éducative Harmonie D’Enfants
Garderie Educative Jardin des Fleurs
Garderie éducative Juliette, Léa et Cie



PARTNERS

Thank you for sharing the joy of reading!
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Garderie Éducative Les Petits Sourires Inc.
Garderie Girafes et Sirènes
Garderie Ile de Coco
Garderie Ile de Magie
Garderie Jardin des Hirondelles
Garderie Jeunes Decouvreurs 1 Inc
Garderie K.I.D.S. Fielding
Garderie Le Cocon Du Bonheur 2
Garderie Les Diamants de Somerled
Garderie Les Petits Anges de Wesley
Garderie Les Premiers Pas
Garderie l’Eveil au Monde Inc.
Garderie L.I.F.E. (2)
Garderie Maor Yisrael
Garderie Mary Poppins NDG (2)
Garderie Metropolitain
Garderie Mini Tresors CDN NDG
Garderie Mini Tresors LaSalle
Garderie Montclair
Garderie Montessori Westmount
Garderie Notre-Dame-de Grace
Garderie Olamsheli
Garderie Orsheli
Garderie Par-Dessus l’Arc-en-Ciel 
Garderie Qwaqwaq
Garderie Sesame (2)
Garderie Sherazad
Garderie Vendôme Inc
Giant Steps School
Halte-Garderie Le Baluchon FAECUM
Head & Hands
Hebrew Day School (Côte Saint-Luc) (2)
Hopital CHU Sainte-Justine
Imagination WEST
Jamaica Association of Montreal
Je Passe Partout
Kahnawake Library

La Maison des Familles FamillAction
La Petite Academie Centrale
LaSalle Multicultural Ressource Centre (LMRC)
L’Association des parents de CDN
Le Relais Côte-des-Neiges
Limmud Centre
Maison bleue de Cote-des-Neiges
Maison des Enfants Montessori Inc
Maison Orchard III (Montessori)
Ma petite école Snowdon inc
MINIBIBLIO Warren Allmand at New Hope
Montreal Fluency Center
Papa et Moi
PEP (Parents engagés pour la petite-enfance)
Quebec Board of Black Educators
REISA
River’s Edge Daycare
RVH Child Care Centre
St George’s school of Montreal
St. Raymond’s Community Centre
Super Kids Preschool Academy (Snowdon)
Sur le chemin d’école
TLC Lasalle
Tyndale St George Community Centre
Walkley Centre
Westhaven Community Center
YMCA Cartierville
YMCA de Notre-Dame-de-Grâce / NDG
YMCA Downtown
YMCA Du Parc
YMCA Du Parc and Ubisoft daycare
YMCA Du Parc Daycare St. Viateur
YMCA Pointe-Saint-Charles Day Camp
YMCA Residence
YMCA Saint Laurent
YMCA Westmount 1 (Youth program)
YMCA Westmount 2 (Preschool)


